UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REG ON 5

DATE: June 16, 2000

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnments and Activities
Endi ng on June 9, 2000

FROM WIlliam E. Mino, Director
Superfund Di vi sion

TO  Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |isted bel ow are organi zed by site-specific
activities, other significant devel opnents, and
trai ni ng/ conf erences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Unilateral Administrative Order and Action Menp i ssued for
Sauget Area 1 - Dead Creek Site, Cahokia, Illinois

On May 31, 2000, a Unilateral Adm nistrative Order (UAO and
Action Meno were issued by Region 5 to both Monsanto Conpany
and Solutia, Inc. to conduct a time-critical renoval action
within Dead Creek at the Sauget Area 1 site in Sauget and
Cahokia, Illinois. The UAO and Action Meno require Monsanto
and Solutia to excavate approxi mtely 50,000 cubic yards of
contam nated sedinents froma 2-mle stretch of Dead Creek
The creek sedinents are contam nated with high | evels of

pol ychl ori nated bi phenyls, dioxins, heavy netals, and a
variety of volatile organic conpounds. The creek flows

t hrough a residential area in the village of Cahokia and is
very prone to flooding during stormevents. Mnsanto and
Solutia are also required to design and construct a Toxic
Subst ances Control Act/Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
di sposal cell next to the northern end of the creek to dispose
of the contam nated sedi nents. Long-term nmai ntenance of the
cell will be the responsibility of Solutia. The UAO requires
work to begin within the next 6 nonths.
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Contacts: Kevin Turner (618-997-0115)
M ke McAteer (312-886-4663)
Tom Martin (312-886-4273)

Sem - Annual Groundwat er Sanpling Conpl eted at the Northside
Landfill Superfund Site, Zionsville, |Indiana

During May, 2000, sanpling of nine groundwater nonitoring
wells was conmpleted at the Northside Landfill (NSL) Superfund
site in Zionsville, Indiana. The sem -annual nonitoring
program i ncl udes taking water |evel neasurenents, purging, and
sanpling the site groundwater wells for |aboratory analysis.

The Northside Landfill site is currently in operation and

mai nt enance. A sunmmary of the conpleted remedial action
conponents at NSL include a Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act hazardous waste perfornmance cap; a hydraulic isolation
wall on the south and west sides of the landfill; a comnbined

| eachat e/ onsite groundwater collection systenm a transfer
station building for collection and storage of | eachate/onsite
groundwat er to be trucked for disposal to an offsite treatnent
pl ant; a groundwater and | eachate nonitoring programto assure
that offsite mgration doesn’'t occur; and access restrictions
such as a site fence.

Contact: Jeff Gore (312-886-6552)

OTHER SI GNI FI CANT DEVELOPMENTS

Adm ni strative Conplaints Filed Against Three Wil er
Conpani es, Marshfield, Wsconsin

The United States Environnental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA),
Region 5, has filed three separate adm nistrative conplaints
agai nst Weiler Enterprises and Weiler Fuels (Marshfield,

W sconsin) for violating the Spill Prevention, Control and
Count er neasures (SPCC) regulation (40 CFR 112) as required by
the Clean Water Act. A fine of $368,677 has been proposed.

Wei l er operated bulk fuel facilities at three different

| ocati ons without preparing or inplementing SPCC plans as
required by the regulation. Two of these sites have been

cl osed down and one is currently in operation. In addition,
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two of the three facilities were charged with discharging oi

into drainage ditches which flowed to nearby creeks and to the
W sconsin River.

Under the SPCC provisions of the Clean Water Act, U.S. EPA can
assess penalties of up to $137,500 for each of the three
adm ni strative actions. The cited facility nmust answer the

conplaints or request a settlenent neeting to discuss the
charges within 30 days.

Contact: Barb Carr (312-886-7187)

Enmer gency Response, Mercury Discovery, MHenry, Illinois

On June 5, 2000, On-Scene Coordi nator Sam Borries responded to
an elenmental nercury discovery in a residential home in
McHenry, I1llinois. Approximtely 4 pounds of mercury were
recovered and di sposed of by the Energency and Rapi d Response
Services Contractor. A Jerone Mercury Vapor Analyzer was used
to nmonitor the house for nercury exposure. The air nonitoring
instrunent did not detect any elevated nmercury vapors in the
residential hone.

Contact: Sam Borries (312-353-2886)

TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

CounterterrorismField Exercise, Chicago, Illinois

On June 8, 2000, On-Scene Coordinator Len Zintak attended the
Donesti ¢ Preparedness Chem cal Weapon Functional Exercise at
Com skey Park in Chicago, Illinois. The Domestic Preparedness
Programis funded by the Departnment of Defense and provides
counterterrorismresponse training for over 120 cities across
the country. The Com skey Park exercise sinulated a Sarin
rel ease in the stadium which affected 200 sinulated victinms.
This exercise simulated the Crisis Managenent Phase of an

i ncident and included chem cal identification, evidence

col l ection, and mass casualty decontam nation. Numerous

| ocal, State, and Federal agencies participated in the

exerci se.

Contact: Len Zintak (312-886-4246)
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Ol Pollution Act Training Conferences, St. Petersburadg,
Fl ori da

On May 23-24, 2000, the U S. Coast Guard, National Pollution
Funds Center, hosted their annual Funds Use Sem nar in St.
Petersburg, Florida. |Isalee Col eman-Fi sher and Beth A.
Henni ng attended for Region 5. The sem nar focused on vari ous
aspects of the Gl Pollution Act (OPA) of 1990, including use
of the Ol Spill Liability Trust Fund, financial managenent of
spill events, as well as renoval costs and damage cl ai ns under
the OPA. The sem nar also highlighted the Certificate of

Fi nanci al Responsibility Program for certain tonnage vessels.
A case study based upon a spill scenario in the Houston Ship
Channel brought together all aspects of the sem nar for the
partici pants.

Contacts: Beth A. Henning (312-886-5892)
| sal ee Col eman- Fi sher (312-886-7597)

Spill Prevention, Control. and Counternmeasures Presentation,
Akron Bar Association’'s Environnental Law Commi ttee, Akron,
Ghi o

On May 17, 2000, Barb Carr, Spill Prevention, Control and
Count er neasures (SPCC) Coordi nator, spoke before the Akron Bar
Associ ation’s Environmental Law commttee. The Committee is

| argely conprised of private practice Attorneys specializing
in environnmental |aw. Local Environnental Consultants and
Engi neers were also in attendance.

The topic of the nmeeting was regul atory devel opnents for the
SPCC rule, 40 CFR 112. Revisions to the SPCC regul ation have
been proposed in 1991, 1993, and 1997. A workgroup, conprised
of each Regi onal SPCC Coordi nator and chaired by Headquarters
(HQ staff, has worked over the past three years to develop a
final SPCC regul ation. Pending approval by the O fice of
Managenment and Budget and HQ, the new regulation is expected
to be published in the Federal Register later this fall. The
Envi ronmental Law Conmmittee was given a summary of the
proposed changes to the regulation as well as the estinmates of
the reduction in burden (in tinme and | abor) that the facility
owners and operators woul d benefit when the revised rule
becones finalized.

Contact: Barb Carr (312-886-7187)
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Regi on 5 Conference on |Issues Concerning Tier Il Reporting,
Chicago, Illinois

On June 1-2, 2000, Ofice of Chem cal Emergency Preparedness
and Prevention (OCEPP) hosted a neeting of Region 5 States to
di scuss issues relating to mandated reporting under Sections
302 and 311-312 of the Enmergency Planning and Community Ri ght-
t o- Know Act (EPCRA). Primary concerns were inproving State
dat abases, pronoting el ectronic subm ssion of data, and making
St at e dat abases avail able to enmergency pl anners and responders
in the Conmputer Aided Managenent Energency Operations (CAMEO
format. Although all Region States plan aggressive action in
each of these areas, enough dissimlarities exist in

i ndi vidual States’ programs so as to preclude concerted
action. Mchigan is using an electronic data subm ssion
programthat is currently receiving subm ssions from about 20%
of reporters representing approximately 80% of reported

chem cal inventories. All Region States plan to adopt the

M chi gan nodel in sone format. OCEPP is investigating actions
that it can take to help speed the process.

The concept of sharing of State databases with CAMEO end-users
al so received strong support. As one attendee put it, “It is
time that we nove Local Energency Planning Comm ttees and Fire
Departnents out of the business of data managenent so that
they can devote their efforts to their real business which is
pl anni ng and energency response.”

Contact: Mark Horwitz (312-353-9045)
Wor kshop Presentati on on Comput er Ai ded Management Energency

Operations at | ndiana Hazardous Materials Conference,
Greenwood. | ndi ana

On June 6-7, 2000, John El kmann, O fice of Chem cal Energency
Preparedness and Prevention, nade a workshop presentation on
t he Conputer Ai ded Managenent Energency Operations ( CAMEO)
program at the |Indiana Hazardous Materials Conference held in
G eenwood, Indiana. John's presentation included an overview
of CAMEO and its related software for new users and a program
update for current users.

Contact: John El kmann (312-353-8196)

Meeting, U S. EPA/ Technol ogy | nnovation Ofice, Chicago,




I[11linois

On May 31, 2000, the U S. EPA Post Construction Conpl etion
(PCC) groundwater team and the Technol ogy I nnovation O fice
(TIO) co-hosted a neeting with representatives fromthe Navy,
Air Force, Arny Corps of Engineers, and several TIO
contractors on a pilot project regarding optimzation of |ong
termnmonitoring prograns. The pilot project will be using
several Region 5 sites to evaluate geostatistical techniques
for potential long termmnonitoring optimzation. Pilot site
anal ysis will be occurring over the sumer with the overal
proj ect schedul ed for conpletion early next year with the
results of geostatistical evaluations potentially assisting in
eval uating long termnonitoring progranms for Region 5 PCC.

Contact: Dion Novak (312-886-4737)

cc: Steve Herman (OECA)
Barry Breen (COECA)
Ti m Fi el ds ( OSVEER)
Steve Luftig (OSVER)
Larry Zaragoza ( OSVER)
Region 5 State Superfund Coordinators
Division/Office Directors
ORA State Coordinators
Regi onal Team Managers



